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DPP v Huynh [2010] VSC 37 (19 February 2010) – Supreme Court of Victoria
‘Denunciation’ – ‘Deterrence’ – ‘Forcible confinement’ – ‘Physical violence and harm’ – ‘Sentencing’ – ‘Violation of
trust between husband and wife’

Charge/s: Intentionally causing serious injury.
Hearing: Sentence hearing.
Facts: The offender and the victim, his wife, came to Australia from Vietnam on tourist visas. After the
offender became suspicious the victim was seeing another man, he stabbed the victim multiple times in the
chest and abdomen.
Decision and Reasoning: In sentencing the offender, Curtain J took into account the offender’s plea of
guilty, his lack of prior criminal history, the fact that the offender would be separated from his children for a
number of years, and that the offender was remorseful and distressed by his conduct. Her Honour also
accepted that the offender’s prospects for rehabilitation were favourable. However, in opposition to these
factors, Curtain J held at [42]-[43]:
‘Against these matters stand the nature and gravity of the offence here committed. This is a serious
example of a serious offence. It involves the infliction of serious violence upon your wife which is a gross
breach of the trust which reposes between husband and wife. I take into account also the need to pass a
sentence which will act in denunciation of your conduct and serve to punish you and also give due weight to
special and general deterrence.
Although such considerations are to be sensibly moderated, nonetheless, the sentence imposed must
signal to the community that acts of violence, including domestic violence, are not tolerated and warrant
condign punishment’.
In the circumstances, a sentence of seven years imprisonment with a non-parole period of five years was
appropriate.
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