R v Gojanovic [2005] VSC 97 (27 January 2005) — Supreme Court of Victoria

‘Murder’ — ‘Physical violence and harm’ — ‘Relationship killings’ — ‘Sentencing’

Charge/s: Murder.
Hearing: Sentence hearing.

Facts: After being in an ‘on and off relationship’ for some years, the male offender and the female victim
separated. One evening, the offender entered the victim’s home and battered her repeatedly on the head

with a rubber headed mallet. He then took a dressing gown cord and strangled her to death.

Decision and Reasoning: Osborn J noted that while the killing was not premeditated and it occurred in a

state of high emotion arising out of the disintegration of the offender’s relationship with the victim, there
were nevertheless five seriously aggravating circumstances associated with this crime. First, the killing was
brutal, protracted and vicious. Second, the killing was selfishly callous. The offender knew he was not only
taking the life of another individual but also taking away the mother of four innocent children. Third, the
killing took place in what should have been the safety of the deceased’s own home. Four, a substantial

penalty was warranted in light of the need for general deterrence. As per His Honour at [31]:

‘The Court and the community which it represents cannot tolerate resort to violence, let alone homicidal
violence, in circumstances of this kind. The Court must send a clear message to estranged parents that
they cannot act as you did and expect to receive other than a penalty which affirms the sanctity of individual
human life and condemns in the strongest terms the deliberate taking of another life even in circumstances

of strong emotion’.

Finally, the offender displayed a total lack of remorse for his conduct. The offender was sentenced to 20

years imprisonment, with a non-parole period of 15 years.

See also R v Gojanovic (No 2) [2007] VSCA 153 (14 August 2007).
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