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DPP v Williamson [2000] VSC 115 (31 March 2000) – Victorian Supreme Court
‘Murder’ – ‘Parents who kill children’ – ‘Physical violence and harm’ – ‘Relationship killings’ – ‘Sentencing’

Charge/s: Murder.
Hearing: Sentence hearing.
Facts: The offender and a young woman, Ms Park, had been in a relationship and had a child together, the
victim. This relationship was characterised by the offender’s jealousy and possessiveness towards Ms Park
and the victim. Eight months after the victim was born, Ms Park left the relationship. The offender resented
his obligation to financially support the child and began to deeply resent Ms Park. Four months before the
victim’s death, the offender began telling people he was going to kill himself and his son, to take him away
from Ms Park. One night, the offender took the child to a hotel and smothered him. He then wrote a letter to
Ms Park telling her he had killed the victim.
Decision and Reasoning: In sentencing, Cummins J took into account, as mitigating factors, the offender’s
poor family situation, the burdensome quality of imprisonment to the offender, his age, his lack of prior
convictions and the rehabilitative courses he undertook while in custody. However, His Honour stated at
[25]:
‘Of all the rights of the child, the most fundamental right of all is the right to life. It is necessary that parents
and others in charge of children unmistakably understand that child abuse will be met by the full force of the
law. The intentional killing of a child by a person without psychiatric illness or other significantly mitigating
factor will ordinarily be met with life imprisonment of the offender’.
Cummins J also noted the significant importance of condemnation, punishment, general deterrence and
specific deterrence. The offender was sentenced to life imprisonment with a non-parole period of 24 years.
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