National Domestic and Family Violence Bench Book
Home

Case database

Victoria

Supreme Court

vsc-488-2013

DPP v Neve [2013] VSC 488 (13 September 2013) – Victorian Supreme Court
‘Criminal damage’ – ‘Denunciation’ – ‘Deterrence’ – ‘Intentionally causing injury’ – ‘Make threat to kill’ – ‘Physical
violence and harm’ – ‘Reckless conduct endangering life’ – ‘Sentencing’

Charge/s: Criminal damage, make threat to kill x 2, reckless conduct endangering life, intentionally causing
injury.
Hearing: Sentence hearing.
Facts: The offender and the complainant were married. After an argument, the offender fatally shot the
complainant’s dog. He then reloaded the rifle and began chasing the complainant as she ran towards the
road yelling, ‘I’m going to fucking kill you…You’re fucked’. The complainant stopped running and tried to
negotiate with the offender. She managed to grab hold of the gun and forced the applicant to fire both of the
shots from the rifle. The offender then pushed her over and started punching her repeatedly in the head
and chest, trying to reach other cartridges he had in his pocket. The complainant managed to get up and
flag the attention of a passerby.
Decision and Reasoning: The offender was sentenced to a total effective sentence of four years
imprisonment, with a non-parole period of two and a half years. In passing sentence, Bell J noted at [67]:
‘Denunciation of your crimes and general deterrence are powerful sentencing considerations in your case,
leading to an immediate sentence of imprisonment. Ms Fuller was your wife. You are guilty of committing
appalling domestic violence towards her. Many of your actions were not only violent but calculated to
belittle and demean her and place her in abject fear. The double barrel shotgun was a common feature of
all five charges and it was loaded when the first four offences were committed. This criminal conduct
deserves the strongest condemnation of the court. Others must be made to appreciate the consequences
of committing crimes of this nature’.
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